06/13/2006

PubDate:

A1

Plate:Composite Filmed:06/12/06

Page:

22:33

A LITTLE
NICER
Ukiah

High: 71 Low: 49

Santa Rosa

High: 74 Low: 48

Lakeport

High: 72 Low: 49

Windsor Middle’s teacher of year dead

Details, Page B8

TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2006

Investigators say Dan Cutler apparently shot himself / B1

. SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

SR considers outdoor smoking limit
Councilman proposes banning smoking in
parks, downtown square, outside restaurants
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Lindsay McBride smokes at a sidewalk table outside Peet’s
Coffee & Tea in downtown Santa Rosa on Monday.
Smoking in such areas may soon be banned.

Jerrin Ruell was indulging a simple but increasingly unpopular pleasure Monday outside a Santa
Rosa brew pub.
On the table in front of him, sat a frosty pint. Between his fingers burned a cigarette.
“It’s good to have a smoke and a beer,” said the
26-year-old electrician, who was relaxing with friends

outside Russian River Brewing Co. on Fourth Street.
But Ruell’s refuge — among the last places in Santa Rosa where one can puff while drinking — soon
might be lost under a proposal to be introduced today at a City Council meeting.
Councilman Lee Pierce wants to extend the city’s
ban on smoking on the job and in certain public areas to the great outdoors, prohibiting it in parks,
bus transfer centers, parts of downtown, such as
Old Courthouse Square, and outside restaurants
and bars.
The latter idea had Ruell fuming.
“They’re taking it too far,” Ruell said. “The next
TURN TO SMOKING, PAGE A13

SNUFFED OUT?
Outdoor locations where smoking
would be prohibited would include:
Ç City-owned recreational areas
including parks, playgrounds, picnic and
barbecue areas and ballfields.
Ç Dining areas.
Ç Old Courthouse Square.
Ç Downtown transit mall and certain
walkways near public parking lots.
Ç Within 20 feet of other outdoor
areas where smoking is already banned.
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Thursday’s closure may
prompt biggest traffic snarl
yet in widening project

Unanimous ruling allows inmates to
press claims over lethal injection drugs;
5-3 decision permits new evidence

UPDATE

FLORIDA BRACES FOR ALBERTO

By GINA HOLLAND

By KERRY BENEFIELD
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In what could be the biggest
in a string of high-profile traffic headaches caused by the
Highway 101 widening project
in Santa Rosa, the northbound
Third Street exit ramp will be
closed for four months.
The closure will be place in
time for Thursday morning’s
commute and will continue until mid-October, according to
Caltrans.
In the meantime, crews will
build a wider exit ramp and
bridge over Santa Rosa Creek
and a sound wall on the east
side of the highway.
Caltrans’ detour will direct
drivers to exit at College Avenue, then re-enter southbound
Highway 101 and get off at the
downtown southbound offramp.
That means College Avenue,
already reduced to one through
lane and one left turn lane because of the widening project,
could be forced to handle thousands of more vehicles a day.
“It has the potential to have
the biggest impact on traffic because not only will it make it
more challenging to get downtown and to Railroad Square, it
detours traffic to an already impacted route,” said Jason Nutt,
the city’s traffic engineer.
Drivers do not typically look
for detours before they encounter a closure, so it is standard
procedure to direct drivers to
TURN TO EXIT, PAGE A10

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Supreme Court
made it easier Monday for Death Row inmates
to contest lethal injections and to get DNA evidence before judges in a pair of rulings that
hinted at fresh caution on capital punishment.
The decisions, both written by moderate Justice Anthony Kennedy, ease the rules for longtime prisoners to get their cases back into court
and could add years to their appeals.
“Today’s decisions are further evidence of
the Supreme Court’s increasing discomfort
with many aspects of the death penalty system,” said Steven Shapiro of the American Civil Liberties Union.
The vote in a Florida case was unanimous in
allowing condemned inmates to make special
federal court claims that the chemicals used in
executions are too painful and therefore
amount to unconstitutional cruel and unusual
punishment.
But the court expressed no view on the constitutionality of lethal injection or of the specific
procedures and combination of chemicals.
The ruling was a slap to the Bush administration and 25 states, which supported Florida in
arguing that allowing new appeals would jeopardize finality and justice for victims’ families.
“A series of court rulings have created so
many chances for appeal that whether we have
the death penalty or not is almost becoming
moot when people are spending all of their natural lives on Death Row rather than having the
sentence be complete,” Florida Gov. Jeb Bush
said Monday.
TURN TO COURT, PAGE A10

EDMUND D. FOUNTAIN / St. Petersburg (Fla.) Times
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oral Reid, 49, loses control
of her umbrella in Cedar Key,
Fla., on Monday, a day before
Tropical Storm Alberto’s expected
landfall. At left, Cedar Key
residents fill sandbags in
preparation of expected flooding.
More than 20,000 people along
Florida’s Gulf Coast were ordered
to clear out Monday as Alberto
unexpectedly picked up steam
and threatened to come ashore as
a hurricane. See story, Page A3.

Autopsy: Al-Zarqawi
lived for nearly hour
after U.S. airstrike

Crackdown driving up costs for illegals
Smugglers charging thousands of dollars
more amid federal government’s tougher
border enforcement over past decade
By JEREMY HAY

J

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

esus Maciel first crossed the border illegally
from Mexico 10 years ago this month.
A smuggler charged $300 to lead him on
foot from San Luis Río Colorado on the Mexican border to a house in Yuma, Ariz., then by
car to Phoenix, where Maciel bought a plane ticket to San Francisco.

INSIDE

UGLY LOSS FOR U.S.

In the decade since, Maciel, 28, has crossed illegally from Mexico into the United States four
more times, most recently at the beginning of
May.
That passage, which included a ride in a smuggler’s BMW, cost more than tenfold what he paid
in 1996, said Maciel, who works part of the year
in Sonoma County.
The progression of fees charged by coyotes, as
the smugglers are known, offers a window into
the convulsive larger debate over illegal immigration.
Rising fees testify to a decade of stepped up border enforcement, which hasn’t stemmed the flow
of immigrants but has made the illegal crossing
TURN TO SMUGGLERS, PAGE A13
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in opening round of World Cup. C1
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Jesus Maciel has crossed the border five times
since 1996 and says the cost is going up.
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BAGHDAD, Iraq — Abu Musab al-Zarqawi
survived devastating internal injuries and bone
fractures for nearly an hour after his safe house was struck IRAQ VIOLENCE
last week by two 500-pound 27 Iraqis die in
bombs, according to autopsy attacks; 1 U.S.
results released Monday.
soldier killed / A6
Concussive blast waves
from the U.S. airstrike caused SUCCESSFUL
massive hemorrhaging in his SURGERY
body and ruptured his lungs, Iraqi girl wounded
causing his death, the U.S. in blast gets new
nose / A13
military report said.
Despite his injuries, al-Zarqawi was fading in and out of consciousness
when U.S. forces arrived at the shattered house
near Baqubah less than half an hour after the
TURN TO AL-ZARQAWI, PAGE A13
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. SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

SR considers outdoor smoking limit
Councilman proposes banning smoking in
parks, downtown square, outside restaurants
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

Lindsay McBride smokes at a sidewalk table outside Peet’s
Coffee & Tea in downtown Santa Rosa on Monday.
Smoking in such areas may soon be banned.

Jerrin Ruell was indulging a simple but increasingly unpopular pleasure Monday outside a Santa
Rosa brew pub.
On the table in front of him, sat a frosty pint. Between his fingers burned a cigarette.
“It’s good to have a smoke and a beer,” said the
26-year-old electrician, who was relaxing with friends

outside Russian River Brewing Co. on Fourth Street.
But Ruell’s refuge — among the last places in Santa Rosa where one can puff while drinking — soon
might be lost under a proposal to be introduced today at a City Council meeting.
Councilman Lee Pierce wants to extend the city’s
ban on smoking on the job and in certain public areas to the great outdoors, prohibiting it in parks,
bus transfer centers, parts of downtown, such as
Old Courthouse Square, and outside restaurants
and bars.
The latter idea had Ruell fuming.
“They’re taking it too far,” Ruell said. “The next
TURN TO SMOKING, PAGE A13

SNUFFED OUT?
Outdoor locations where smoking
would be prohibited would include:
Ç City-owned recreational areas
including parks, playgrounds, picnic and
barbecue areas and ballfields.
Ç Dining areas.
Ç Old Courthouse Square.
Ç Downtown transit mall and certain
walkways near public parking lots.
Ç Within 20 feet of other outdoor
areas where smoking is already banned.

Drivers
beware!
3rd St. exit
to be shut

HIGH COURT
BOOSTS
DEATH ROW
APPEALS

Thursday’s closure may
prompt biggest traffic snarl
yet in widening project

Unanimous ruling allows inmates to
press claims over lethal injection drugs;
5-3 decision permits new evidence

UPDATE

FLORIDA BRACES FOR ALBERTO

By GINA HOLLAND

By KERRY BENEFIELD

ASSOCIATED PRESS

THE P R E S S D E M O C R A T

In what could be the biggest
in a string of high-profile traffic headaches caused by the
Highway 101 widening project
in Santa Rosa, the northbound
Third Street exit ramp will be
closed for four months.
The closure will be place in
time for Thursday morning’s
commute and will continue until mid-October, according to
Caltrans.
In the meantime, crews will
build a wider exit ramp and
bridge over Santa Rosa Creek
and a sound wall on the east
side of the highway.
Caltrans’ detour will direct
drivers to exit at College Avenue, then re-enter southbound
Highway 101 and get off at the
downtown southbound offramp.
That means College Avenue,
already reduced to one through
lane and one left turn lane because of the widening project,
could be forced to handle thousands of more vehicles a day.
“It has the potential to have
the biggest impact on traffic because not only will it make it
more challenging to get downtown and to Railroad Square, it
detours traffic to an already impacted route,” said Jason Nutt,
the city’s traffic engineer.
Drivers do not typically look
for detours before they encounter a closure, so it is standard
procedure to direct drivers to
TURN TO EXIT, PAGE A10

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Supreme Court
made it easier Monday for Death Row inmates
to contest lethal injections and to get DNA evidence before judges in a pair of rulings that
hinted at fresh caution on capital punishment.
The decisions, both written by moderate Justice Anthony Kennedy, ease the rules for longtime prisoners to get their cases back into court
and could add years to their appeals.
“Today’s decisions are further evidence of
the Supreme Court’s increasing discomfort
with many aspects of the death penalty system,” said Steven Shapiro of the American Civil Liberties Union.
The vote in a Florida case was unanimous in
allowing condemned inmates to make special
federal court claims that the chemicals used in
executions are too painful and therefore
amount to unconstitutional cruel and unusual
punishment.
But the court expressed no view on the constitutionality of lethal injection or of the specific
procedures and combination of chemicals.
The ruling was a slap to the Bush administration and 25 states, which supported Florida in
arguing that allowing new appeals would jeopardize finality and justice for victims’ families.
“A series of court rulings have created so
many chances for appeal that whether we have
the death penalty or not is almost becoming
moot when people are spending all of their natural lives on Death Row rather than having the
sentence be complete,” Florida Gov. Jeb Bush
said Monday.
TURN TO COURT, PAGE A10
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oral Reid, 49, loses control
of her umbrella in Cedar Key,
Fla., on Monday, a day before
Tropical Storm Alberto’s expected
landfall. At left, Cedar Key
residents fill sandbags in
preparation of expected flooding.
More than 20,000 people along
Florida’s Gulf Coast were ordered
to clear out Monday as Alberto
unexpectedly picked up steam
and threatened to come ashore as
a hurricane. See story, Page A3.

Autopsy: Al-Zarqawi
lived for nearly hour
after U.S. airstrike

Crackdown driving up costs for illegals
Smugglers charging thousands of dollars
more amid federal government’s tougher
border enforcement over past decade
By JEREMY HAY

J

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

esus Maciel first crossed the border illegally
from Mexico 10 years ago this month.
A smuggler charged $300 to lead him on
foot from San Luis Río Colorado on the Mexican border to a house in Yuma, Ariz., then by
car to Phoenix, where Maciel bought a plane ticket to San Francisco.

INSIDE

UGLY LOSS FOR U.S.

In the decade since, Maciel, 28, has crossed illegally from Mexico into the United States four
more times, most recently at the beginning of
May.
That passage, which included a ride in a smuggler’s BMW, cost more than tenfold what he paid
in 1996, said Maciel, who works part of the year
in Sonoma County.
The progression of fees charged by coyotes, as
the smugglers are known, offers a window into
the convulsive larger debate over illegal immigration.
Rising fees testify to a decade of stepped up border enforcement, which hasn’t stemmed the flow
of immigrants but has made the illegal crossing
TURN TO SMUGGLERS, PAGE A13
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Jesus Maciel has crossed the border five times
since 1996 and says the cost is going up.
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BAGHDAD, Iraq — Abu Musab al-Zarqawi
survived devastating internal injuries and bone
fractures for nearly an hour after his safe house was struck IRAQ VIOLENCE
last week by two 500-pound 27 Iraqis die in
bombs, according to autopsy attacks; 1 U.S.
results released Monday.
soldier killed / A6
Concussive blast waves
from the U.S. airstrike caused SUCCESSFUL
massive hemorrhaging in his SURGERY
body and ruptured his lungs, Iraqi girl wounded
causing his death, the U.S. in blast gets new
nose / A13
military report said.
Despite his injuries, al-Zarqawi was fading in and out of consciousness
when U.S. forces arrived at the shattered house
near Baqubah less than half an hour after the
TURN TO AL-ZARQAWI, PAGE A13
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Iraqi girl hurt in blast gets new nose in L.A. Jordanian intelligence
12-year-old lost part of
nose, right thumb in 2003
Baghdad missile strike
By ALICIA CHANG
ASSO C I A T E D P R E S S

LOS ANGELES — A 12-yearold Iraqi girl who lost part of
her nose during a missile attack three years ago showed off
her restored face Monday just
weeks after undergoing reconstructive surgery.
A shy and soft-spoken Marwa
Naim, dressed in a light green
burqa, hugged and thanked the
doctors who performed the operation and said she looked forward to reuniting with her father and three siblings in Iraq.
“They helped me a lot and
they treated me well,” Naim,
speaking through an interpreter, said of the doctors.
Naim lost a chunk of her
nose and her right thumb when
a coalition missile struck her
home in northern Baghdad in
April 2003 in an attack that
killed her mother, according to
several humanitarian groups

NICK UT / Associated Press

Marwa Naim, a 12-year-old Iraqi girl who was injured by a missile
blast in her home in Baghdad in 2003, smiles with Dr. Timothy Miller,
center, and Dr. George Rudkin during a news conference Monday.
that arranged for the girl’s trip
to California.
This year, Naim was flown to
UCLA Medical Center, where
plastic surgeons agreed to rebuild her nose without pay.
Doctors faced a daunting
task: Naim was missing the bul-

bous tip of her nose and there
was a lot of scar tissue from the
injury.
During four operations, doctors removed a rectangular
skin flap from her forehead and
rotated it 180 degrees to fashion
a new nose.

Then they took cartilage
from her ear to rebuild the tip
and “to give it a shape,” said
Dr. Timothy Miller, chief of
plastic surgery.
Miller showed a video of
Naim’s last visit earlier this
month in which she took off the
bandage from her nose and
smiled while looking at her
new face through a mirror.
Naim still faces a long recovery. Her face is still swollen
from surgery and there’s a scar
that runs down the middle of
her forehead where doctors removed skin for the nose.
Although the scarring may
never fully heal, it’ll take between six and nine months for
the scars to lighten up, doctors
said.
UCLA Medical Center normally performs about a dozen nasal
surgeries a year on patients
whose noses are damaged by
skin cancer or trauma. The operation costs about $12,000.
Plastic surgeon Dr. George
Rudkin said he would welcome
the chance to help another war
victim.
“It’ll be an honor to do it
again,” he said.

SMOKING: Healdsburg, Windsor ordered outdoor bans
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
thing you know we won’t be
able to smoke in our own houses.”
Pierce and others, however,
said it’s time the city tries to
snuff exposure to second-hand
smoke, which is a health risk.
A recent study by the state
Air Resources Board declared
it a toxic contaminant that may
contribute to an increase in
deaths or serious illness, especially among children, he said.
Other cities, including Healdsburg and Windsor, recently enacted outdoor bans, and Santa
Rosa Junior College has restricted smoking to certain areas.
One city, Calabasas in Los Angeles County, outlawed smoking
in any public place.
It’s a problem Santa Rosa cannot afford to ignore, Pierce
said.
“It’s kind of analogous to us
learning that asbestos was not

good for people to breathe,” he
said. “If we turn our backs, we
would be remiss as policy-makers.”
Some people outside Peet’s
Coffee and Tea on Fourth Street,
another popular smoking spot,
welcomed the prohibition.
“I think it’s a great idea,”
said Mickey Blatt, a retired
saleswoman and ex-smoker
who sat a few tables away from
a man with a cigarette. “Your
clothes end up smelling, you
get second-hand smoke. I don’t
want to be bothered with that
anymore.”
The proposal is expected to
be discussed today by the City
Council, but no vote is scheduled. If ultimately backed by
other council members, the ban
would go into effect Jan. 1.
No-smoking signs would be
erected citywide in open areas,
sporting
facilities,
picnic
grounds, pedestrian ways near

public parking lots and the bus
transfer stations downtown
and on College Avenue.
The city would encourage voluntary cooperation until January, when violators would face
a $100 fine. A second violation
within a year would cost $250.
“It’s a thoughtful, incremental and responsible opportunity
to work toward cleaning up our
air,” Pierce said.
With fewer people smoking
these days, some say the ban is
sure to get widespread community support.
But just how the proposal will
be received by downtown merchants who might rely on smoking customers was uncertain.
Others might perceive it as
an attack on personal liberties.
Natalie Cilurzo, co-owner of
Russian River Brewing Co.,
said patrons like the fact that
they can step outside with their
beers and light up.

But Cilurzo, a nonsmoker,
said she wasn’t sure she’d oppose a ban. It could encourage
more nonsmokers to drop by,
she said.
“Would they stay home and
smoke rather than come in?”
she asked.
Flavor restaurant owner Stu
Patterson said he also had
mixed feelings about the proposal. In general, he said, there are
too many laws.
But cigarette smoke on Old
Courthouse Square often drifts
into his restaurant. And he said
a ban might rid the area of rowdy young people who gather
near his restaurant to smoke.
“Even though I’m not a smoker and I dislike it, I’d have a
hard time going that far,” he
said. “We have a lot of laws.”

You can reach Staff Writer
Paul Payne at 521-5250 or
ppayne@pressdemocrat.com.

SMUGGLERS: Economist calls costs a matter of supply, demand
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
more difficult, according to migrants as well as experts on
the fees charged by smugglers.
The rising fees also reflect
the continuing lure of U.S. jobs
to Mexicans and others willing
to ignore the risks.
And they are evidence of the
swelling population of Latinos
in the United States who can
pay coyotes to lead family
members and relatives safely
across the border, experts said.
“The economics is quite simple,” said Pia Orrenius, a senior economist at the Federal
Reserve Bank of Dallas who
studies legal and illegal immigration.
“You have a supply and demand for smuggling services,”
Orrenius said. “If you think enforcement is being effective,
then you should see rising prices and rising (coyote) usage,
which you have. There are fewer and fewer places left to
cross — where a border crossing isn’t too dangerous — and
the prices just go up.”
Now, far more than in decades past, she said, “you really need a lot of skills and insider knowledge to get across the
border safely.”
That puts a premium on a
coyote’s abilities to outwit both
Border Patrol agents and such
hazards as the California, Arizona and Texas deserts, where
about 3,000 migrants have died
trying to cross since 1993.
President Bush, who supports a guest worker program,
has called for more border fencing and has proposed that up
to 6,000 National Guard troops
patrol the border until the Border Patrol can add more
agents. Some troops already
are on duty.
Congress has called for 375
to 700 miles of additional border fencing.
Enforcement measures begun by the Clinton administration, including hiring thousands of more Border Patrol
agents, miles of fencing and
thermal-imaging lights and sensors, appear not to have reduced the number of illegal
crossings. But they have sharply increased the risks to both
coyotes and migrants in terms
of apprehension, penalties and
physical safety, which have
pushed fees up.

Coyote fees have been rising, verse effects, like that coyotes
said Lori Haley, a U.S. Immican raise the fees they charge
gration and Customs Enforcepeople to smuggle them across
ment spokeswoman. “Smugthe border,” he said.
gling has become an increasMaciel is unusual in that he
ingly bigger and bigger busiregularly returns to Mexico
ness.”
and then again crosses illegally
“Mas peligros en el frontera, into the United States. Experts
mas dinero
generally agree
para los coythat since 1986,
otes,” said Valstricter enforceentine Chi, 28
ment has
— “More dancaused the rate
gers on the borof illegal immider, more mongrants returney for the coying south
otes.”
across the borA day laborder to drop; by
er in Fulton,
half, according
Chi said his
to some estifamily in Santa
mates.
Rosa paid
So Maciel’s
$1,850 to the
account of what
smuggler who
each crossing
led him from
has cost in coyPIA ORRENIUS,
Mexicali into
ote fees is a useexpert on illegal immigration
California a
ful ledger of
year ago. The
their climb in
same crossing cost $2,000 for a
the past decade.
friend who made it in March,
In 1998, two years after his
he said.
$300 crossing, his family paid
$900 for his passage from
People from Guatemala and
El Salvador, other common
Nogales, Mexico, into Arizona.
points of origin for illegal imIn 1999, the coyote who led him
from Agua Prieta to Phoenix
migrants from Latin America,
pay coyotes as much as $7,000
charged $1,400.
each, Orrenius said.
By 2003, the price was $2,200.
Since the Border Patrol start- That time, a woman drove him
ed a series of long-term enforce- from Tijuana into California
through the border checkpoint,
ment efforts on the southwest
he said. That crossing is about
border in 1995, the number of
agents there has more than dou- $4,000 now, he said.
bled to 10,000. That year, coyote
Last month, his family paid
fees, which had been dropping
$3,700 to the coyote who led
overall since researchers began him and five others into the
tracking them in the mid-1960s, United States.
also began an upward climb
That trip included three
that hasn’t stopped.
hours walking from Tecate in
At the same time, the numBaja California to the side of a
ber of people caught trying to
road southeast of San Diego,
cross the border illegally has
where he and his companions
gone from 1.27 million in fiscal – two women and three men –
year 1995 to 1.17 million last fis- were picked up by three BMWs
cal year. There are an estimat- driven by American women,
ed 12 million or more undocuMaciel said.
mented immigrants nationThe group — first with two
wide now, compared to about
people hidden in each BMW
4 million in 1995.
trunk, then, after a Border Pa“The experience of the last
trol highway checkpoint, seat12 years shows that concentrat- ed in the cars’ cabins — was
ed border enforcement doesn’t driven to a San Diego gas stadeter entry. In fact, more Mexi- tion, where a Mexican man colcans than ever are coming
lected them, took them by van
across the border without docu- to a safe house and began the
ments,” said David Fitzgerald,
process of collecting the fees
field research director at UC
from their relatives, he said.
San Diego’s Center for ComparFor Maciel, who said he has
ative Immigration Studies.
a wife and two children in Mi“But there are other perchoacán, the Tecate route

“There are fewer

and fewer places
left to cross —
where a border
crossing isn’t
too dangerous —
and the prices
just go up.”
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came after four unsuccessful
attempts at other locations in
two weeks. For those crossings, he said, the cost was to be
$2,000 from San Luis Río Colorado and $2,500 from Mexicali.
Smuggling penalties were
strengthened in 1996. Fines
were raised and the law
changed to allow a sentence of
10 years for each person smuggled. That raised the stakes for
smugglers and the costs for
their customers, Orrenius said.
Another factor supporting
higher coyote fees, she said,
are “huge and very rich networks” of established immigrants, legal and illegal who
earn dollars rather than pesos
and can pay more to bring family members across.
“Think of it as purchasing
power,” Orrenius said. “The
ability to finance the smugglers’ fees has really grown because they are able to finance
it on this side of the border instead of that side. It takes fewer days to earn the $2,000 that
you need to pay the coyote.”
That human network — tying millions in the United
States to Mexico and, to a lesser but growing degree, other
Latin American countries —
combined with the pull of
American jobs, will continue
to drive illegal immigration
and probably coyote fees, said
Deborah Meyers, a senior policy analyst with the nonpartisan Migration Policy Institute.
“Jobs are the magnet,” she
said. “Until the magnet’s eliminated or greatly reduced, people will continue to take risks
that we might find unimaginable to get to the United
States.”
Maciel said each time he
comes to Sonoma County — he
lives with family in east Santa
Rosa — he works at a carwash
and in vineyards near Healdsburg, where during harvest
season, depending on how fast
he picks grapes, he can earn as
much as $300 to $400 a day.
He expects to go back to Michoacán, where he has opened
a grocery with his earnings, in
November. How much the coyote will charge will be when he
next returns to Santa Rosa, he
doesn’t know but, he said, it
will likely be more.

You can reach Staff Writer
Jeremy Hay at 521-5212 or
jhay@pressdemocrat.com.

key to finding Zarqawi
Amman hotel bombings
spurred increased level of
operations in Iraq
By BORZOU DARAGAHI
and JOSH MEYER
LOS ANGELES TIMES

AMMAN,
Jordan
—
Shocked into action by violence on their own soil, Jordan officials months ago began an intensive campaign of
spying on insurgents in neighboring Iraq, a gambit that ultimately helped lead to the
death of militant leader Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi, Jordan’s
top spies said Monday.
Maj. Gen. Muhammed Dahabi, director of Jordan’s General Intelligence Department,
and Col. Ali Burjaq, his chief
of counterterrorism, said in a
rare interview Monday that a
splashy video tape al-Zarqawi
released earlier this spring
helped Jordanian intelligence
pinpoint his approximate location at the time, a key lead
that ultimately led to al-Zarqawi’s death in a U.S. aerial
bombing attack last week.
Al-Zarqawi’s need to micromanage all aspects of his alQaida in Iraq organization,
from finances to operations,
also made him vulnerable to
discovery, the two intelligence
officials said.
“We knew him personally,”
Burjaq said of the Jordanianborn militant, who spent part
of the 1990s in Jordanian prisons on terrorism charges.
“We knew how he behaves,”
the spy continued. “He was vicious, mean — a dictator in
his decisions. He didn’t allow
anyone else to question his de-

cisions.”
Until November 2005, when
al-Zarqawi operatives allegedly blew up three hotels in Amman, killing more than 60 people, Jordan had barely operated in Iraq.
The bombings, the two intelligence officials said, served as
a wake-up call for Jordanians,
forcing them to seek a more active role in combating Iraq’s
troubles.
With the permission of
Iraq’s fledgling government,
Jordanian intelligence operatives flooded the war-torn country, cultivating informants and
working the periphery of the alZarqawi network to find ways
into the organization, according to a Jordanian official and
intelligence experts.
The Jordanian GID set up socalled spy bureaus in Iraq,
and began working with the
Dulaimis, a large, mostly Sunni Arab tribe, some of whose
members are closely tied to
the insurgency, to gather information about anyone associating with al-Zarqawi and others in militant groups.
In April, when al-Zarqawi
showed up in a highly publicized online propaganda film
boasting of his group’s prowess, Jordanian analysts scrutinized the surrounding scenery
as well as his blustery talk.
The tape confirmed suspicions that al-Zarqawi must be
in the Yusifiya area, a volatile
insurgent stronghold south of
Baghdad, and made it the focus of U.S. and Jordanian intelligence efforts, Burjaq said.
Throughout the spring, U.S.
military officials, too, were
publicly identifying the area
south of Baghdad as a likely alZarqawi stronghold.
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no indication of being beaten
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bombing.
Medics tried to clear his airway of blood and to re-establish
his failing pulse, but he died 52
minutes after the initial blast,
the autopsy indicated.
Al-Zarqawi was not wearing
an explosives vest despite his
frequent claims that he wore
one and would use it to prevent capture by U.S. troops.
Army Col. Steve Jones, command surgeon for Multinational Forces, said al-Zarqawi suffered multiple bruises, scratches and deep head wounds, and
there was no evidence he had
been beaten or shot.
An Iraqi man identified
only as Mohammed, who said
he lives near the house, had
told the Associated Press and
Washington Post that he saw
U.S. soldiers after the airstrike
beating an injured man who
resembled al-Zarqawi. It was
unclear if he mistook first-aid
procedures for a beating.
Sheik Abdel Rashid Rahman, the spiritual adviser
who unwittingly led U.S. forces to al-Zarqawi, died of more
severe injuries that included
shrapnel wounds and a fatal
skull fracture that may have
been caused by shrapnel or by
being catapulted against a
hard surface.
U.S. officials said both men
have been identified using
DNA testing.
Army Maj. Gen. William
Caldwell IV, a military spokesman in Iraq, said that between Saturday and Monday,
U.S. and Iraqi forces conducted 140 operations nationwide,
of which 11 were driven by intelligence gleaned after the
bombing of al-Zarqawi.
U.S. officials have said they
found a “treasure trove” of information about al-Zarqawi’s
organization al-Qaida in Iraq
amid the shattered remains.
Raids driven by that information were focused within an
eight-mile radius of Baghdad,
Caldwell said.
U.S. and Iraqi troops killed
32 suspected insurgents and
detained 178 others, including
a “high-value” individual
with a $50,000 bounty, Caldwell said. U.S. officials declined to identify that person,
but Caldwell said an Iraqi tipster helped U.S. troops make
the arrest.
He also said U.S. troops inadvertently killed two boys —
a 6-month-old and a 6-year-old
— when soldiers engaged in a
gun battle with suspected insurgents in Baqubah. U.S.
forces killed suspected insurgents and detained one man.
The insurgents were on top of
a building and fired on the

troops, Caldwell said.
Also on Monday, a militant
Islamic Web site announced
that the leadership council of
al-Qaida in Iraq had chosen a
new leader, Sheik Abu Hamza,
also called “Al Muhajir,” or
“The Immigrant.”
He is unknown by specialists who track militant movements and does not appear on
U.S. lists of wanted militants.
In the attack on al-Zarqawi,
a U.S. Air Force F-16 dropped
the first of two 500-pound
bombs at about 6:12 p.m.
Wednesday, Caldwell said. A
short time later, the second
bomb was dropped. Iraqi police, who rushed to the bomb
site after the explosions, were
the first on the scene.
Caldwell said Iraqi police
were not notified beforehand
of al-Zarqawi’s whereabouts
and were not part of the airstrike operation.
According to U.S. sources,
Special Operations soldiers
were the first Americans to arrive. Caldwell said U.S. troops
were on scene by about 6:40 p.m.
Medics immediately attended to al-Zarqawi, Caldwell said,
by securing his airway. At that
point, al-Zarqawi, who was
lapsing in and out of consciousness, spat out a large amount
of blood, he said. The militant
leader’s breathing was “shallow and labored,” he said.
“The medic then checked his
cardiac pulse, which was barely palpable and quickly deteriorated and therefore he determined that al-Zarqawi’s death
was imminent,” Caldwell said.
Rahman was dead when Iraqi police arrived, U.S. officials
said.
A five-person team of U.S.
military and civilian forensic
pathologists and medical examiners flew to Iraq to conduct
the autopsies on al-Zarqawi
and Rahman on Saturday.
Violent blast waves pressurized the air inside al-Zarqawi’s
body and ruptured both of his
lungs, Jones said.
“The injuries to his lungs
were not survivable,” Jones
said. “That’s what killed him.”
The bombs also ruptured alZarqawi’s eardrums and fractured his right leg. There were
multiple bruises and cuts on
his body, but none were fatal.
Al-Zarqawi was overweight,
according to the report, but
Caldwell declined to provide
other personal characteristics.
Caldwell said the bodies will
be released to the Iraqi government, which will determine
what to do with them.
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