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A DAY TO REMEMBER

A C E N T U R Y L AT E R

TODAY

owntown Santa Rosa will awaken early Tuesday, the
anniversary of the 1906 quake, with a 5:12 a.m. candlelight procession behind a horse-drawn hearse
from City Hall to Old Courthouse Square, followed
by a procession to Santa Rosa Rural Cemetery. In San Francisco, a moment of silence will be held at 5:12 a.m. at Lotta’s
Fountain, at Kearny and Market streets.
See Page B3 for a list of earthquake events.
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Getting your finances, your business and your
earthquake insurance in order. Business, D1

TUESDAY
What if?
A 7.0 quake along
Rodgers Creek
Fault in Santa Rosa
could cause
$5 billion damage.
How would
we cope?

Deadly
ski season
coming to
an end

Belief that illegal immigrants
don’t pay taxes isn’t always true

17 skiing and snowboarding
fatalities this year raise awareness
of sports’ ‘inherent risk’
By CHRISTINA JEWETT
SACRAMENTO BEE

In one week, most California ski resorts will
rope off their trails, turn off their lifts and park
their grooming machines for the season.
Skiers will stow their snow pants in closets
and snowboarders will store their tire chains in
garages.
And it will mark the end of the deadliest ski
and snowboard season on California slopes in
recent memory. In normal years, ski association groups say, four to 12 people die, mostly in
accidents. This season, 17 people have lost their
lives.
Observers disagree on whether the spike in
deaths is a coincidence, is due to erratic weather or might be the culmination of years of rising danger on the slopes.
“It’s hard to look at it this soon after all the
events that have taken place and say there’s a
trend,” said Dick Penniman, a Truckee-based
ski accident investigator. “But it certainly is
raising awareness that something’s going on,
and it’s high time that’s happening.”
The rash of deaths has been making headlines since mid-March, by which time 10 people
had died on California slopes. Among them
were a snowboarding teen who fell 15 feet from
a bridge into a shallow creek, a man who fell on
a slope and fractured his spine and another
who hit a tree.
Since then, seven more skiers or snowboarders have died. A skier and snowboarder each
hit trees and died at the Northstar-at-Tahoe resort in the last week of March.
TURN TO SKI, PAGE A7
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Angel Moncada, left, tries to file his taxes with Gil Alcazar, but needed documents from dependents in Mexico to complete them Friday. As an
undocumented immigrant, Moncada has no Social Security number and uses an individual identification number to file his taxes.

Paying Uncle Sam his due
ILLEGAL BUT TAXPAYING
Cesar Angulo emigrated illegally from
Mexico to the Bay Area in 1993, when he
was 15. Now 28 and living in Santa Rosa,
he works for a construction company and
also runs his own construction business.
He files a tax return every year and he
hopes one day that record of obeying the
law will help him gain legal residency.
His 2004 W-2 and earnings summary:
Wages, tips, other comp.: $47,616
Federal income tax withheld:
$5,748.75
Social Security wages: $47,616
Social Security tax withheld:
$2,952.19
Medicare wages and tips: $47,616
Medicare tax withheld: $690.43
State disability insurance: $561.87

Many undocumented workers’
contributions are often outweighed
by services received, critics say
By JEREMY HAY

‘‘I

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

pay my taxes,” declared Guadalupe Rosel,
35, a Santa Rosa resident.
That puts him on common ground with
most Americans. But there is a key difference for Rosel. He is an illegal immigrant who
said he has filed income tax returns for eight of
the 13 years he has lived in the United States,
since he started working on the books in construction.
That, he added, is on top of the sales taxes he
pays whenever he buys something and the Social
Security and Medicare taxes withheld from his

and his wife’s paychecks over the years.
Like many other illegal immigrants, he contends that his crime of entering the United States
illegally — a misdemeanor for first-time violations — is far outweighed by the work he has put
in here and the taxes he has paid.
“Gane el derecho de ser legal” — “I have
earned the right to be legal” — said Rosel, whose
wife is a hairdresser in Windsor and whose two
children, students at Roseland Elementary
School, were born in Sonoma County. “I don’t
want to be a ghost.”
It’s not known how many of the estimated
18,000 illegal immigrants in Sonoma County pay
income taxes. But tax preparers on Sebastopol
Road — in the heart of Santa Rosa’s immigrantrich Roseland neighborhood — say many do.
At Gil’s Business Tax Services on Sebastopol
Road, owner Gil Alcazar, 35, says about 1,000 of
his clients are undocumented workers who file
TURN TO ROSELAND, PAGE A7

Non-Latinos
unsure of role

ONLINE For more stories, blogs and photo galleries providing insight into daily life in the southwest Santa Rosa community, go to pressdemocrat.com

Asian, European and Middle Eastern
immigrants also have a stake
in debate over changing laws

NO TIME FOR WATCHES

By PETER PRENGAMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cell phones, iPods with digital clocks make accessory irrelevant
By LESLIE EARNEST

I

LOS ANGELES TIMES

s time running out for the wristwatch?
Surveys and sales numbers show that
young shoppers are shunning watches for
snazzier time-telling gadgets, such as cell
phones and iPods.
Last year, the number of people who bought
watches not in the Rolex and Patek Phillipe
stratosphere dropped 12 percent from the previous year, according to a leading market research group. The runaway favorite brand for
teens, Fossil Inc. in Texas, acknowledged an

INSIDE

18.6 percent decline in wholesale U.S. sales of
its namesake brand.
Orange County-based Oakley Inc. said watch
sales fell 11 percent last year as it phased out
digital watches and styles that weren’t selling
well.
For many in the cell phone generation,
watches now seem about as relevant as grandfather clocks.
Bare wrists were plentiful last week at The
Lab, a Costa Mesa shopping center that caters
to teens and young adults. Shoppers dived into
purses or pockets to retrieve cell phones when
TURN TO WATCHES, PAGE A7

Associated Press file

Electronic devices with clocks on them such as the
cell phone 19-year-old Christina Rainie checks
between classes at the University of Georgia in
Athens could make the wristwatch obsolete.
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LOS ANGELES — As a Pakistani, Hamid
Khan stood out among the Latinos he marched
alongside at a recent immigration law protest.
When he told one demonstrator where he was
from, the man responded: “Then what are you
doing here?”
Khan was surprised.
“I said ‘Look, there are non-Latino groups
who are also suffering under these laws,’ ” said
Khan, 49, a commercial pilot and director of an
advocacy group called the South Asian Network.
Latinos, the nation’s largest immigrant
group, are leading the movement to demand a
path to citizenship for illegal immigrants and
TURN TO IMMIGRANTS, PAGE A7
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owntown Santa Rosa will awaken early Tuesday, the
anniversary of the 1906 quake, with a 5:12 a.m. candlelight procession behind a horse-drawn hearse
from City Hall to Old Courthouse Square, followed
by a procession to Santa Rosa Rural Cemetery. In San Francisco, a moment of silence will be held at 5:12 a.m. at Lotta’s
Fountain, at Kearny and Market streets.
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don’t pay taxes isn’t always true

17 skiing and snowboarding
fatalities this year raise awareness
of sports’ ‘inherent risk’
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In one week, most California ski resorts will
rope off their trails, turn off their lifts and park
their grooming machines for the season.
Skiers will stow their snow pants in closets
and snowboarders will store their tire chains in
garages.
And it will mark the end of the deadliest ski
and snowboard season on California slopes in
recent memory. In normal years, ski association groups say, four to 12 people die, mostly in
accidents. This season, 17 people have lost their
lives.
Observers disagree on whether the spike in
deaths is a coincidence, is due to erratic weather or might be the culmination of years of rising danger on the slopes.
“It’s hard to look at it this soon after all the
events that have taken place and say there’s a
trend,” said Dick Penniman, a Truckee-based
ski accident investigator. “But it certainly is
raising awareness that something’s going on,
and it’s high time that’s happening.”
The rash of deaths has been making headlines since mid-March, by which time 10 people
had died on California slopes. Among them
were a snowboarding teen who fell 15 feet from
a bridge into a shallow creek, a man who fell on
a slope and fractured his spine and another
who hit a tree.
Since then, seven more skiers or snowboarders have died. A skier and snowboarder each
hit trees and died at the Northstar-at-Tahoe resort in the last week of March.
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Angel Moncada, left, tries to file his taxes with Gil Alcazar, but needed documents from dependents in Mexico to complete them Friday. As an
undocumented immigrant, Moncada has no Social Security number and uses an individual identification number to file his taxes.

Paying Uncle Sam his due
ILLEGAL BUT TAXPAYING
Cesar Angulo emigrated illegally from
Mexico to the Bay Area in 1993, when he
was 15. Now 28 and living in Santa Rosa,
he works for a construction company and
also runs his own construction business.
He files a tax return every year and he
hopes one day that record of obeying the
law will help him gain legal residency.
His 2004 W-2 and earnings summary:
Wages, tips, other comp.: $47,616
Federal income tax withheld:
$5,748.75
Social Security wages: $47,616
Social Security tax withheld:
$2,952.19
Medicare wages and tips: $47,616
Medicare tax withheld: $690.43
State disability insurance: $561.87

Many undocumented workers’
contributions are often outweighed
by services received, critics say
By JEREMY HAY
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pay my taxes,” declared Guadalupe Rosel,
35, a Santa Rosa resident.
That puts him on common ground with
most Americans. But there is a key difference for Rosel. He is an illegal immigrant who
said he has filed income tax returns for eight of
the 13 years he has lived in the United States,
since he started working on the books in construction.
That, he added, is on top of the sales taxes he
pays whenever he buys something and the Social
Security and Medicare taxes withheld from his

and his wife’s paychecks over the years.
Like many other illegal immigrants, he contends that his crime of entering the United States
illegally — a misdemeanor for first-time violations — is far outweighed by the work he has put
in here and the taxes he has paid.
“Gane el derecho de ser legal” — “I have
earned the right to be legal” — said Rosel, whose
wife is a hairdresser in Windsor and whose two
children, students at Roseland Elementary
School, were born in Sonoma County. “I don’t
want to be a ghost.”
It’s not known how many of the estimated
18,000 illegal immigrants in Sonoma County pay
income taxes. But tax preparers on Sebastopol
Road — in the heart of Santa Rosa’s immigrantrich Roseland neighborhood — say many do.
At Gil’s Business Tax Services on Sebastopol
Road, owner Gil Alcazar, 35, says about 1,000 of
his clients are undocumented workers who file
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s time running out for the wristwatch?
Surveys and sales numbers show that
young shoppers are shunning watches for
snazzier time-telling gadgets, such as cell
phones and iPods.
Last year, the number of people who bought
watches not in the Rolex and Patek Phillipe
stratosphere dropped 12 percent from the previous year, according to a leading market research group. The runaway favorite brand for
teens, Fossil Inc. in Texas, acknowledged an
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18.6 percent decline in wholesale U.S. sales of
its namesake brand.
Orange County-based Oakley Inc. said watch
sales fell 11 percent last year as it phased out
digital watches and styles that weren’t selling
well.
For many in the cell phone generation,
watches now seem about as relevant as grandfather clocks.
Bare wrists were plentiful last week at The
Lab, a Costa Mesa shopping center that caters
to teens and young adults. Shoppers dived into
purses or pockets to retrieve cell phones when
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Electronic devices with clocks on them such as the
cell phone 19-year-old Christina Rainie checks
between classes at the University of Georgia in
Athens could make the wristwatch obsolete.
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LOS ANGELES — As a Pakistani, Hamid
Khan stood out among the Latinos he marched
alongside at a recent immigration law protest.
When he told one demonstrator where he was
from, the man responded: “Then what are you
doing here?”
Khan was surprised.
“I said ‘Look, there are non-Latino groups
who are also suffering under these laws,’ ” said
Khan, 49, a commercial pilot and director of an
advocacy group called the South Asian Network.
Latinos, the nation’s largest immigrant
group, are leading the movement to demand a
path to citizenship for illegal immigrants and
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IMMIGRANTS:

ROSELAND: Individual taxpayer

Many non-Latinos
feel overlooked

identification numbers used

NICK UT / Associated Press

Pakistani immigrant Hamid Khan, who is a naturalized U.S. citizen, holds a photo showing the
Statue of Liberty behind bars during a small demonstration in Los Angeles earlier this month.
Committee last month, which some Latino advocacy groups called a good compromise because it included steps to citizenship for illegal immigrants, also would fortify the borders, expand immigration detention centers and speed up deportation
proceedings.
That sent shivers through communities
of Middle Eastern immigrants, who already feel scrutinized since the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks.
“That’s part of the reason why our community hasn’t rushed out to protest,” said
Sabiha Khan, spokeswoman for the Council on American-Islamic Relations in
Southern California. “They are afraid of
what will happen to them with immigration reform.”
Still, the council and numerous activist
groups representing non-Latino immigrants have encouraged participation in
the marches, both in solidarity with others and to ensure that their own voices
are heard.
“If we just look at the Latino communi-

ty coming out, we are missing the bigger
picture,” said Eun-Sook Lee, director of
the National Korean American Service
and Education Consortium.
Latino groups have been contacting other immigrant groups to boost participation in the next national protest planned
for May 1, said Nativo Lopez, president of
the Mexican-American Political Association.
During last Monday’s nationwide rallies, dozens of Haitians, Filipinos, Indians
and others participated in New York. A
Korean drum band led about 7,000 demonstrators through the streets of Los Angeles.
That hasn’t persuaded J. Park, a 17-yearold illegal immigrant from Korea, to join
the movement. He fears authorities could
learn about his immigration status if he
demonstrates.
“I don’t want that to be known,” said
Park, who asked that his full name not be
used. “Going back to Korea is not an option.”

SKI: No pattern, explanation have emerged in deaths
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
In the first week of April,
two other skiers lost control
and ran into trees on the Nevada slopes of the Heavenly Ski
Resort.
Also that week, three ski patrollers at Mammoth Mountain in the eastern Sierra died
after they fell into a volcanic
vent and succumbed to toxic
gases.
Mike Fanelli, director of the
National Ski Patrol at Northstar-at-Tahoe, said he responded to two fatalities this season.
Fanelli said no pattern seems
to unite the cases.
“In any of our sports there’s
inherent risk,” he said. “You
have to be really careful.”
The deaths bring the rate of
fatalities in the state this year
to 2 per million skier or snowboarder visits, according to
data from the California Ski Industry Association.
About 8 million visits were
logged at ski resorts in California this year, while 56.9 mil-

lion visits and 45 deaths were
tallied nationwide, according
to state and national ski associations.
Even as the number of visits
is generally rising in California, this year’s fatalities represent a twofold increase over
eight deaths in the 2003-04 season, said Bob Roberts, executive director of the California
Ski Industry Association. Ten
people died on the slopes during the 2004-05 season.
He speculated that the fatalities might be linked to this season’s extreme weather: rain at
11,000-foot elevations during
Christmas break and nearly 63
feet of snow at the Kirkwood resort.
Such extremes can create
problems with visibility and
uneven slopes.
“When you have this kind of
weather, you’re going to have
accidents,” Roberts said.
However, Penniman, the accident investigator, said radical changes in the design and

use of resorts during the past
decade have created an environment ripe for disaster.
He said terrain parks with
ramps and rails cropped up
with little attention to engineering or safety. Snowboarders have increasingly populated slopes, riding sideways
down mountains with a significant blind spot. And the technology used in making skis
has led to higher speeds.
“My experience is that when
you look at the number of
deaths, it’s been coming for a
long time,” Penniman said.
Dr. Myron Gomez is chief
trauma surgeon at the Washoe
Medical Center in Reno, which
sees only the most severe snowsport injuries. He said the hospital has seen a rise in emergency cases, from 250 in the
2003-04 season to 309 in 2004-05.
That’s a 24 percent rise in injuries during the same period
that visits to ski resorts statewide rose 8 percent, from 7.6
million to 8.2 million, accord-

ing to the California Ski Industry Association.
Gomez said the number of injuries is changing, but not the
ways people get hurt.
“It tends to be bad conditions, not staying in control or
skiing or boarding within
one’s ability,” he said. “And using good judgment has a lot to
do with it.”
Gomez said studies vary on
the value of wearing helmets,
but he has seen better outcomes for patients who were
using them.
Ron Galbraith, assistant regional director of the Eastern
Sierra Ski Patrol, works at the
Sierra-at-Tahoe resort, where
he responds to incidents on the
slopes.
He said he has not seen
changes among skiers or boarders that are stark enough to explain this year’s fatalities.
“Why? Who knows,” he said.
“Was it our turn? That’s a heck
of a way to say it. Are people
pushing the envelope more?
Probably.”

WATCHES: ²±% of teens say they use cell phone to check time
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
a reporter casually asked the time.
You don’t wear a watch? What’s the
point? they answered.
“It’s like a hat,” said Francis Eagan, a
21-year-old waiter. “It serves no purpose,
like earrings.”
Kamlyn Snyder said she hasn’t worn a
watch since she plucked one from a cereal box many years ago.
“The inconvenience of strapping it on
in the morning,” said the 21-year-old student. “My grandma does, that’s how she
tells time. She’s not that old. She’s, like,
60, but still . . . ”
Many older people, too, would make
the cell phone their primary time piece if
it didn’t mean digging around for their
reading glasses, said Marshal Cohen,
chief industry analyst for market research firm NPD Group, which tracks
consumer trends.
“Once the cell phone manufacturers
recognize that not everybody has X-ray
vision, they’ll begin to make the cell
phone clock a little bit bigger and it will
very quickly replace the fashion watch as
the No. 1 timepiece,” he said.
Cohen began polling consumers about
watches after he realized he had stopped
wearing one a couple of years ago.
His conclusions were corroborated by
Piper Jaffray investment bank, which
produces a biannual report on teen preferences. In the latest study, teens who said
they never wear a watch rose to 59 percent from 48 percent. The number of
teens who said they wear a watch daily
declined to 13 percent in this spring’s survey, compared with 18 percent of those

That’s not surprising, said
John Keeley, the center’s comtax returns every year. Sandra munications director.
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ation American citizens or
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said Cesar Angulo, 28, an ille$25,587, his tax returns show.
gal immigrant who lives in
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Human Services Department,
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estimates that half of the 7 milLaura Hall, a Public Policy
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costs of illegal immigrants to
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York Times this month, “Our
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Illegal immigrants’ “impact
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tion Studies report said.
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Studies by the immigration
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my of Sciences, have generally to,” he said.
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tion, because less-educated
workers earn less and pay few- people.’ I would never want to
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did I would do whatever I had
A 2004 study by the center,
based on Census data, conclud- to do to change it,” he said.
“It’s the companies; I believe
ed that on average, illegal imthe employers are the guilty
migrant households pay more
than $4,200 a year in all federal ones.”
taxes. But, the study found,
You can reach Staff Writer
those households on average
Jeremy Hay at 521-5212 or
impose $6,950 of costs on the
jhay@pressdemocrat.com.
federal government.
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defeat legislation that would criminalize
them.
Khan’s experience provides a glimpse
into the ambiguous role non-Latino immigrants play in a public debate that has yet
to fully include them.
While some Asian, European and Middle Eastern immigrants are supporting
calls for a sweeping immigration overhaul, many who are here illegally have
shied from the public debate either because they believe Congress has overlooked needs specific to their communities or simply because they’re afraid to
come forward.
Forty-eight percent of the nation’s 34
million foreign-born immigrants come
from Asia, Africa, the Middle East and
countries such as Canada, with the remainder coming from Latin America, according to the Census Bureau.
But of the estimated 11 million illegal
immigrants, 78 percent come from Latin
America, according to the Pew Hispanic
Center. The next largest undocumented
population comes from Asia, 13 percent.
While all illegal immigrants could benefit from proposals in Congress that would
give them a chance at citizenship, many
non-Latino immigrants say lawmakers
should take into account their reasons for
coming to the country illegally.
“In the Latino community, people come
here illegally for jobs,” said H. Chang, a
23-year-old Korean college student who
asked her full name not be used because
her parents are living in Los Angeles illegally. “For us, a whole family comes here
for a student, and many stay illegally.”
Discussions on increasing visas have focused on guest-worker programs for lowskilled laborers, not people like Chang’s
parents.
For Vietnamese immigrants, a central
complaint is the waiting period before relatives are allowed to join them, which can
be 10 years, said Duc Nguyen, a 31-yearold Vietnamese health worker who lives
in Orange.
He said he doesn’t see Congress considering that aspect. “Why are they (lawmakers) only doing a half reform?” asked
Nguyen, who said he went to a few demonstrations but only to watch.
A bill passed by the Senate Judiciary
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polled last fall, the report found.
And 82 percent said they don’t plan to
buy a watch in the next six months, compared with 76 percent in the fall.
“Some people just buy nice watches to
be cool,” said skateboarder Hayden Navarro, at outdoor-themed The Camp shopping center in Costa Mesa. “That’s a
dumb reason to buy a watch.”
Attitudes like that might make watchmakers yearn to turn back the clock.
The dismal poll results caused Piper
Jaffray to maintain its “neutral-to-cautious stance” on Fossil’s stock.
“No matter how you sliced the data, it
looked incrementally worse for the fashion watch industry when catering to
teens,” said Neely J.N. Tamminga, one of
the report’s authors. “The punch line for
us is, clearly, the teens are using other
means to tell time.”
When another group, Teen Research
Unlimited in Illinois, asked teens how
they use their cell phones, 87 percent said
to tell time, said Rob Callender, the
group’s trends director.
“The watch turns into something that’s
completely incidental to their lives,” he
said.
The vast majority of people still use
wristwatches to tell time and few people
expect the devices to end up on the endangered accessories list. But many think
they’ll be linked more to status and fashion than to function.
“People usually don’t buy a Rolex
just to tell time,” said Nitin Gupta, an
analyst with the Yankee Group research
company.
Cohen, the NPD analyst, said his research showed that the number of people

buying watches priced more than $1,000
— such as Rolexes, Breget and Patek Phillipe, which can cost hundreds of thousands of dollars — also dipped 2 percent
last year.
But the Swiss, who are not expected to
be neutral on this topic, said they don’t
feel that time is ticking on the industry.
Swiss watchmaker Swatch Group, with
19 watch companies, including Longines
and Omega, said 2005 was “a banner
year” for its business, including for its
machine-washable Swatch Flik Flak for
children.
But cell phones enjoy other advantages
over the watch, including automatic updates when time zones change.
Many people use their cell phones as
alarm clocks and calculators. Some even
use their cell phones to watch TV. You
can’t do that with your watch — unless
you’re James Bond.
Some watchmakers are fighting
back with “jigged up” styles that appeal
to young people, said Paula Correri,
accessories editor for the Tobe Report, a
retail consultant and trend forecaster in
New York.
Microsoft has teamed up with Fossil,
the Swatch Group and another watchmaker to make what it calls the “Smart
Watch.” If wearers pay a monthly fee as
they would for a cell phone, they would
be able to read Web information such as
news headlines, stock quotes and weather updates.
Of course, watch batteries last longer.
And, in some ways, watches are more
durable. You can’t go surfing with your
cell phone.
At least not yet.
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