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“We want people to know that we’ll be back.”
LYNN BERNDT

CHRIS COURSEY

Plenty of
reasons to love
Christmas

City gets $44,500 grant to study
Sixth Street link between
downtown, Railroad Square

T

he New York Times
reported this week on the
growing popularity of
“Festivus,” an alternative to
Christmas that was revealed to the
world during a “Seinfeld” episode in
1997. I can understand the allure of
“a Festivus for the rest of us,” as
Frank Costanza (Jerry Stiller)
explained the tradition on the show.
After all, what’s not to like about a
stripped-down version of Christmas?
Think of the space we could save in
our living rooms if we adopted the
bare aluminum “Festivus pole” in
place of the Christmas tree. And
instead of exchanging gifts, imagine
the economic and psychological
benefits of the traditional Festivus
“airing of the grievances.”
Alas, Festivus is observed on Dec.
23. So if your family, like mine,
hasn’t already performed feats of
strength around the Festivus pole,
you’ve missed your chance this year.
We’ll have to settle for Christmas.
But don’t despair — Christmas has
its own charms. They may not be as
obvious as the delights of Festivus,
and too often they slip by us in the
hustle and bustle of the season. But
if we slow down just a bit and soak
them in, Christmas can be darn near
as heartwarming as that holiday we
missed yesterday.
Here, then, are my top five things
to love about Christmas:

Ç Song. Sure, it can be annoying

to find yourself humming “Santa
Claus is Coming to Town” in the
middle of a business meeting, but
what would Christmas be without
music? There’s something special
about people getting together and,
regardless of the quality of their
pipes, raising their voices in song, as
they do on strangers’ front porches,
in churches and even in Occidental’s
Union Hotel at this time of year.
Ç Christmas movies. Some people
insist on “It’s a Wonderful Life.”
Others swear by “White Christmas,”
“Miracle on 34th Street” or “How the
Grinch Stole Christmas.” For me,
though, Christmas just isn’t
complete without seeing “A
Christmas Story.” Maybe I appreciate this goofy flick so much because I didn’t see it until I was an
adult, when I was able to relate to
every character. Ralphie wants a BB
gun for Christmas; his mother
worries, “You’ll shoot your eye out!”
and Dad can’t wait to open his
“major award.” Check it out for
yourself tonight at 8 or in an all-day
marathon Saturday on TBS.
Ç Tradition. For some, the
Christmas tradition is food: goose or
turkey or cinnamon rolls or eggnog.
For others, it’s a ritual: opening a
single package on Christmas Eve,
attending midnight Mass, leaving
milk and cookies out for Santa. But
whatever tradition you adopt, observing it year after year provides a
bridge between generations — an
important detail in a throw-away
world where “old school” refers to
rappers from the ’90s.
Ç Charity. Maybe it’s a guilt trip
prompted by the ubiquitous pleas for
help; maybe it’s the self-interest of a
year-end tax deduction. But who
cares about the reason? Christmas
brings out the good in people. Kids
raid their parents’ pantries to fill up
the food drives at school. Shoppers
drop pennies or Krugerrands into
kettles in front of the mall. We pluck
hearts off trees to buy gifts for
children we don’t know. We write
checks to nonprofits that depend on
this season to make their annual
budgets. There’s a cliche about
giving until it hurts, but that’s tough
to do, because giving feels so good.
Ç Family. It doesn’t matter if you
spend all year crammed together in
a small house or you’re spread out
around the country: Christmas
brings families closer together. It’s
more than a shared meal or the
exchange of gifts; it’s a feeling of
warmth and appreciation for one
another. It’s probably there all year,
but at Christmas we tend to notice it
— and to voice it — a little more.
Make your own list. You, too,
might find that you like Christmas a
lot more than you suspected.

Contact Coursey at 521-5223 or
ccoursey@pressdemocrat.com.

By DONNA HOROWITZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

SCOTT MANCHESTER / The Press Democrat

Tim and Lynn Berndt, with sons Brian, left, and Aaron, both 11, in front of their home at 1725 North St. in Santa Rosa, have been
decorating their yard for 15 years.

A ‘magical place’
For 15 years, SR’s North Street house’s decorations have grown into a
holiday extravaganza — but this year will be its last, at least for now
By DEREK J. MOORE
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t began with a simple Santa cutout on the
front lawn of Tim and Lynn Berndt’s North
Street home and over 15 years grew into a popular Santa Rosa holiday attraction.
Whatever Tim dreamed up, he built at his metal
shop and placed outside his home for all to enjoy —
ice-skating bears, a candy cane Ferris wheel, a
lighthouse and a train are among his creations.
“It’s a tradition to get out here and show the
girls because it’s such a magical place,” said Brenda Ruscigno, who admired this year’s holiday collection with her husband and three daughters on a
chilly night this week.
Her joy and that of others was tempered, however, by a sign on a snowman bench announcing that
this year’s display will be the last at that location.
The Berndts are moving and taking with them
the decorations that have pleased so many for so
long.
“We feel we’re letting a lot of people down,” said
Tim Berndt, looking forlorn as he sat in his kitchen while his wife tidied up after dinner and the
couple’s two boys, Brian and Aaron, played on a

computer.
Berndt, who co-owns Kauth Bros. Welding and
Fabricating, never dreamed that his “obsession,”
as his wife called it, would be embraced by an entire community.
Asked where his love for Christmas comes from,
the burly, brown-haired man shrugged and said,
“I had a great childhood. That’s part of my problem. Maybe.”
Lynn Berndt says her husband, who is a Santa
Rosa native, is happiest when he has a project. He
built the couple’s house, where the decorations are
stored in the back yard until they are brought out
for the holidays.
“I never know what he’s going to come up with
next year,” she said.
Tim Berndt estimates that he’s spent about
$2,000 for the decorations. That doesn’t include the
cost of labor, which he called “astronomical.”
His reward, he says, is seeing the joy his creations bring.
People throw so many coins into the wishing
well that the Berndts donate the money to their
church, Resurrection Parish, to help the homeless.
TURN TO DECORATIONS, PAGE B3

Santa Rosa is studying plans to enhance a planned link between downtown and Railroad Square by extending Sixth Street underneath Highway
101.
The city recently won a $44,500
grant to examine ways to create a
new route from the Sonoma County
Museum to Railroad Square, hoping
to entice shoppers, diners, pedestrians and bicyclists to circulate
through the downtown.
The Sixth Street underpass
planned by Caltrans would be the
fifth connection downtown linking
both sides of Highway 101, which has
divided the city’s core for more than
three decades.
“It’s going to continue linkage the
city has undertaken as a priority for
safety and beautification to connect
Courthouse Square to Railroad
Square,” said Ariege Arseguel, executive director of the Sonoma County
Museum. “It will widen sidewalks,
add streetlights, crosswalks and landscaping.”
The new route would run from B
and Seventh streets, past the museum, down A and Sixth streets and extend under the highway to Wilson
Street. Currently, Sixth Street ends
at the freeway.
Museum officials urged the city to
study ways to improve pedestrian access and circulation in the area after
hearing about traffic problems from
architects planning the museum’s expansion, Arseguel said.
As it exists now, there’s a crosswalk at the corner of B and Seventh
streets, but no way for pedestrians to
TURN TO LINK, PAGE B2

SONOMA COUNTY

Mental health
director Geary
will resign
By SPENCER SOPER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Cathy Geary, the embattled director of Sonoma County mental health
services whose leadership was criticized in multiple grand jury reports
and by county psychiatrists, will resign at the end of February.
Geary will remain on a medical
leave that began Nov. 30 until her departure, and the county will begin
seeking her replacement next month,
County Administrator Bob Deis said
Thursday.
The reason for her medical leave,
which began 10 days after 16 of the
county’s 18 psychiatrists issued a
statement of no-confidence in her,
TURN TO GEARY, PAGE B3

Prayers scrawled on paper stars tell the story
Thousands flock to SR fairgrounds for
Gospel Mission’s Christmas giveaway
By JEREMY HAY

T

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

Jessica Michaca, 13, of Santa Rosa rubs the head of her
sister Jasmine, far right, as they leave the Sonoma County
Fairgrounds on Thursday with gifts and full bellies after
attending the Redwood Gospel Mission Christmas.

C M Y K

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

he stars were cut from stiff yellow paper and hung on an imitation Christmas tree.
People had written prayers on the
stars, and one said this: “Need a home 4 my
family of 7.”
Here was another: “Don’t have a brother as
a gangster.”
And this, in Spanish: “Being a friend is to
give love.”
The story of Thursday at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds — where through the day thousands of people from all the harder walks of
life passed through, drawn by the prospect of
some comfort and company, some food, some
toys, to pray and be prayed for — was scrawled

on the stars.
“We’re really poor, so we wished to have
food,” said Maria Espinoza of Santa Rosa.
She’s 29, a secretary, a single mother of five
children, and along with her mother, spent the
day at the fairgrounds with thousands of others who came to the annual Christmas party
organized by the Redwood Gospel Mission.
Her sons were smiling and energetic and
had eaten well, better than the corn dogs and
burritos that are their standard nightly fare,
she said.
“We told them this was going to be like a
Christmas dinner,” she said.
Are they a happy family?
“We’re happy, but we wish we had food every day,” she said. She had an easy smile.
It was that sort of day.
“It’s beautiful,” said Lawrence Ray of Santa
Rosa.
The day had been lush, the air warm and
soft as melting butter, but it was turning chilly
TURN TO MISSION, PAGE B2
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“We want people to know that we’ll be back.”
LYNN BERNDT

CHRIS COURSEY

Plenty of
reasons to love
Christmas

City gets $44,500 grant to study
Sixth Street link between
downtown, Railroad Square

T

he New York Times
reported this week on the
growing popularity of
“Festivus,” an alternative to
Christmas that was revealed to the
world during a “Seinfeld” episode in
1997. I can understand the allure of
“a Festivus for the rest of us,” as
Frank Costanza (Jerry Stiller)
explained the tradition on the show.
After all, what’s not to like about a
stripped-down version of Christmas?
Think of the space we could save in
our living rooms if we adopted the
bare aluminum “Festivus pole” in
place of the Christmas tree. And
instead of exchanging gifts, imagine
the economic and psychological
benefits of the traditional Festivus
“airing of the grievances.”
Alas, Festivus is observed on Dec.
23. So if your family, like mine,
hasn’t already performed feats of
strength around the Festivus pole,
you’ve missed your chance this year.
We’ll have to settle for Christmas.
But don’t despair — Christmas has
its own charms. They may not be as
obvious as the delights of Festivus,
and too often they slip by us in the
hustle and bustle of the season. But
if we slow down just a bit and soak
them in, Christmas can be darn near
as heartwarming as that holiday we
missed yesterday.
Here, then, are my top five things
to love about Christmas:

Ç Song. Sure, it can be annoying

to find yourself humming “Santa
Claus is Coming to Town” in the
middle of a business meeting, but
what would Christmas be without
music? There’s something special
about people getting together and,
regardless of the quality of their
pipes, raising their voices in song, as
they do on strangers’ front porches,
in churches and even in Occidental’s
Union Hotel at this time of year.
Ç Christmas movies. Some people
insist on “It’s a Wonderful Life.”
Others swear by “White Christmas,”
“Miracle on 34th Street” or “How the
Grinch Stole Christmas.” For me,
though, Christmas just isn’t
complete without seeing “A
Christmas Story.” Maybe I appreciate this goofy flick so much because I didn’t see it until I was an
adult, when I was able to relate to
every character. Ralphie wants a BB
gun for Christmas; his mother
worries, “You’ll shoot your eye out!”
and Dad can’t wait to open his
“major award.” Check it out for
yourself tonight at 8 or in an all-day
marathon Saturday on TBS.
Ç Tradition. For some, the
Christmas tradition is food: goose or
turkey or cinnamon rolls or eggnog.
For others, it’s a ritual: opening a
single package on Christmas Eve,
attending midnight Mass, leaving
milk and cookies out for Santa. But
whatever tradition you adopt, observing it year after year provides a
bridge between generations — an
important detail in a throw-away
world where “old school” refers to
rappers from the ’90s.
Ç Charity. Maybe it’s a guilt trip
prompted by the ubiquitous pleas for
help; maybe it’s the self-interest of a
year-end tax deduction. But who
cares about the reason? Christmas
brings out the good in people. Kids
raid their parents’ pantries to fill up
the food drives at school. Shoppers
drop pennies or Krugerrands into
kettles in front of the mall. We pluck
hearts off trees to buy gifts for
children we don’t know. We write
checks to nonprofits that depend on
this season to make their annual
budgets. There’s a cliche about
giving until it hurts, but that’s tough
to do, because giving feels so good.
Ç Family. It doesn’t matter if you
spend all year crammed together in
a small house or you’re spread out
around the country: Christmas
brings families closer together. It’s
more than a shared meal or the
exchange of gifts; it’s a feeling of
warmth and appreciation for one
another. It’s probably there all year,
but at Christmas we tend to notice it
— and to voice it — a little more.
Make your own list. You, too,
might find that you like Christmas a
lot more than you suspected.

Contact Coursey at 521-5223 or
ccoursey@pressdemocrat.com.

By DONNA HOROWITZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

SCOTT MANCHESTER / The Press Democrat

Tim and Lynn Berndt, with sons Brian, left, and Aaron, both 11, in front of their home at 1725 North St. in Santa Rosa, have been
decorating their yard for 15 years.

A ‘magical place’
For 15 years, SR’s North Street house’s decorations have grown into a
holiday extravaganza — but this year will be its last, at least for now
By DEREK J. MOORE
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t began with a simple Santa cutout on the
front lawn of Tim and Lynn Berndt’s North
Street home and over 15 years grew into a popular Santa Rosa holiday attraction.
Whatever Tim dreamed up, he built at his metal
shop and placed outside his home for all to enjoy —
ice-skating bears, a candy cane Ferris wheel, a
lighthouse and a train are among his creations.
“It’s a tradition to get out here and show the
girls because it’s such a magical place,” said Brenda Ruscigno, who admired this year’s holiday collection with her husband and three daughters on a
chilly night this week.
Her joy and that of others was tempered, however, by a sign on a snowman bench announcing that
this year’s display will be the last at that location.
The Berndts are moving and taking with them
the decorations that have pleased so many for so
long.
“We feel we’re letting a lot of people down,” said
Tim Berndt, looking forlorn as he sat in his kitchen while his wife tidied up after dinner and the
couple’s two boys, Brian and Aaron, played on a

computer.
Berndt, who co-owns Kauth Bros. Welding and
Fabricating, never dreamed that his “obsession,”
as his wife called it, would be embraced by an entire community.
Asked where his love for Christmas comes from,
the burly, brown-haired man shrugged and said,
“I had a great childhood. That’s part of my problem. Maybe.”
Lynn Berndt says her husband, who is a Santa
Rosa native, is happiest when he has a project. He
built the couple’s house, where the decorations are
stored in the back yard until they are brought out
for the holidays.
“I never know what he’s going to come up with
next year,” she said.
Tim Berndt estimates that he’s spent about
$2,000 for the decorations. That doesn’t include the
cost of labor, which he called “astronomical.”
His reward, he says, is seeing the joy his creations bring.
People throw so many coins into the wishing
well that the Berndts donate the money to their
church, Resurrection Parish, to help the homeless.
TURN TO DECORATIONS, PAGE B3

Santa Rosa is studying plans to enhance a planned link between downtown and Railroad Square by extending Sixth Street underneath Highway
101.
The city recently won a $44,500
grant to examine ways to create a
new route from the Sonoma County
Museum to Railroad Square, hoping
to entice shoppers, diners, pedestrians and bicyclists to circulate
through the downtown.
The Sixth Street underpass
planned by Caltrans would be the
fifth connection downtown linking
both sides of Highway 101, which has
divided the city’s core for more than
three decades.
“It’s going to continue linkage the
city has undertaken as a priority for
safety and beautification to connect
Courthouse Square to Railroad
Square,” said Ariege Arseguel, executive director of the Sonoma County
Museum. “It will widen sidewalks,
add streetlights, crosswalks and landscaping.”
The new route would run from B
and Seventh streets, past the museum, down A and Sixth streets and extend under the highway to Wilson
Street. Currently, Sixth Street ends
at the freeway.
Museum officials urged the city to
study ways to improve pedestrian access and circulation in the area after
hearing about traffic problems from
architects planning the museum’s expansion, Arseguel said.
As it exists now, there’s a crosswalk at the corner of B and Seventh
streets, but no way for pedestrians to
TURN TO LINK, PAGE B2

SONOMA COUNTY

Mental health
director Geary
will resign
By SPENCER SOPER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Cathy Geary, the embattled director of Sonoma County mental health
services whose leadership was criticized in multiple grand jury reports
and by county psychiatrists, will resign at the end of February.
Geary will remain on a medical
leave that began Nov. 30 until her departure, and the county will begin
seeking her replacement next month,
County Administrator Bob Deis said
Thursday.
The reason for her medical leave,
which began 10 days after 16 of the
county’s 18 psychiatrists issued a
statement of no-confidence in her,
TURN TO GEARY, PAGE B3

Prayers scrawled on paper stars tell the story
Thousands flock to SR fairgrounds for
Gospel Mission’s Christmas giveaway
By JEREMY HAY

T

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat

Jessica Michaca, 13, of Santa Rosa rubs the head of her
sister Jasmine, far right, as they leave the Sonoma County
Fairgrounds on Thursday with gifts and full bellies after
attending the Redwood Gospel Mission Christmas.
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he stars were cut from stiff yellow paper and hung on an imitation Christmas tree.
People had written prayers on the
stars, and one said this: “Need a home 4 my
family of 7.”
Here was another: “Don’t have a brother as
a gangster.”
And this, in Spanish: “Being a friend is to
give love.”
The story of Thursday at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds — where through the day thousands of people from all the harder walks of
life passed through, drawn by the prospect of
some comfort and company, some food, some
toys, to pray and be prayed for — was scrawled

on the stars.
“We’re really poor, so we wished to have
food,” said Maria Espinoza of Santa Rosa.
She’s 29, a secretary, a single mother of five
children, and along with her mother, spent the
day at the fairgrounds with thousands of others who came to the annual Christmas party
organized by the Redwood Gospel Mission.
Her sons were smiling and energetic and
had eaten well, better than the corn dogs and
burritos that are their standard nightly fare,
she said.
“We told them this was going to be like a
Christmas dinner,” she said.
Are they a happy family?
“We’re happy, but we wish we had food every day,” she said. She had an easy smile.
It was that sort of day.
“It’s beautiful,” said Lawrence Ray of Santa
Rosa.
The day had been lush, the air warm and
soft as melting butter, but it was turning chilly
TURN TO MISSION, PAGE B2
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Health officials
urging wider use
of flu vaccine

Buster Kirby

By DAVID PIERSON

NICK UT / Associated Press

A traffic officer directs vehicles arriving Thursday at the Los Angeles International
Airport. Millions of travelers nationwide will take to the roads and skies today.

L.A. travelers face record crowds,
harsh Santa Ana winds for holiday
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Californians
crowded airports and highways Thursday as they began holiday getaways.
Drivers in Southern California faced
hazards from the latest siege of Santa
Ana winds blowing through the mountain passes. Forecasters warned of gust
up to 70 mph in some areas.
Americans were expected to travel
in record numbers through the holiday
season, and the Automobile Club of
Southern California predicted that 5.4
million people from the region would
be on the move.
A projected 80 percent of the trips
will be by car, despite high pump prices compared to last year.
“This year is sort of a boom,” said
Marie Montgomery, an automobile
club spokeswoman. Because the Christmas and New Year’s holidays fall on
weekends, “It gives people more opportunity to get away.”
Los Angeles International Airport estimated that 2.8 million passengers
would pass through the airport between Dec. 17 and Jan. 2, about 7 percent more than last year but still below
the record-breaking 3 million in 2000.
John Wayne Airport in Orange

County also was expecting an increase
in holiday traffic.
On Thursday, potentially dangerous
winds appeared to be the biggest challenge to getting away, particularly for
freeway and highway motorists.
The National Weather Service said
powerful winds would create “difficult
driving conditions” in mountains passes on Interstates 15, 10 and 8. “People
in these areas should watch for broken
tree limbs, downed power lines and reduced visibility in blowing dust,” the
agency said.
High wind warnings were posted for
interior areas from the border,
through the Riverside-San Bernardino
counties region and as far north as
Ventura County. High winds were also
expected in coastal valleys in Ventura
and Los Angeles counties.
The high winds were the result of surface high pressure in Utah and Nevada,
combined with a strong northeast flow
aloft, the weather service said.
The top destination for travelers this
year? The casinos and shops of Las Vegas, according to the auto club. Hotel occupancy in the gambling capital, where
warm weather and nightlife are the
lure, not eggnog by the fireplace, is expected to be 95 percent over Christmas.

LINK: $ºª,ªªª in local funds promised
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beautification efforts, she said.
Her only concern would be redirecting the homeless so they
don’t block the sidewalk at one
of the area’s dining halls.
But not everyone sees the
need for a new east-west corridor.
“It seems workable with the
streets we have. I think the
money could be spent on other
needs,” said Mindy Beede, a designer/drafter for Harrison
Woodford Architects at the City
205 retail-office complex on
Fifth Street.
Ken Goldfine, manager of Petite Syrah, a wine shop in the
same complex, questioned
whether many pedestrians
would actually use the new link
under the highway.
Josh Silvers, owner of Syrah
restaurant and the wine shop,
sees the value of the new connection.
He noted that much new de-

Da

mine where it will get the money to widen sidewalks and add
streetlights, crosswalks, bike
lanes and landscaping.
The idea to link both sides of
the highway at the downtown’s
northern edge has been part of
the city’s overall plan for years,
Adams said.
Currently, people downtown
can cross in four other areas:
the Prince Memorial Greenway, the Third Street underpass, Fourth Street through the
mall, and the Fifth Street underpass.
“It’s going to be cool,” said
Lynda Angell, president of the
Historic Railroad Square Association, which represents 57
merchants on the west side of
the highway.
“You need to make the passageway safe and friendly,” she
said.
Railroad Square merchants
support the new lighting and

The Press Democrat

velopment, including apartments, live-work space and a
theater, are planned for Railroad Square.
“Anything to bring the two
sides (of the downtown) together is a great idea,” Silvers said.

You can reach Staff Writer
Donna Horowitz at 521-5445 or
dhorowitz@pressdemocrat.com.

MISSION: ‘Everybody we see is poor, everyone is needy’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1
as darkness came.
Outside Finley Hall, Ray, 39,
wrapped his arms around his
oldest son, Brandon, 11, who
wore only a T-shirt.
Both had paintings on their
cheeks — a candy cane, a handlebar mustache — and Ray
smiled a smile worth envying.
Today, he said, “I learned
sweetness of the heart. Everybody is smiling. There are
some days people aren’t so
open.”
Jordun, 9, ran up, his face
painted too. Ray’s smile grew.
What circumstances brought
you here, Lawrence Ray?
“Problems with drinking
and I lost my family. I found
God, and I’m getting it all back
slowly,” he said.
Now in its 11th year, the
event has grown as Santa Rosa
has grown, said Jeff Gilman, ex-

ecutive director of the mission,
located in Railroad Square.
He estimated about 4,400 people would attend. Six hundred
volunteers were on hand.
“Everybody we see is poor,
everyone is needy,” he said.
“We don’t have a lot to offer
them but we want to help
brighten their holidays.”
Not everyone was pleased.
People were told that to receive free toys and bags of food
they would have to attend a
half-hour chapel service.
“It’s not fair,” said Denise
Hernandez, 23.
She has a baby, she said. It
wasn’t the religion that turned
her away, it was the time —
she didn’t have it to spare.
To these complaints, Gilman
said he wouldn’t insist on the
service.
“They don’t have to if they
don’t want to,” he said. “We

want to offer it; it’s not a requirement.”
In the Garrett Building, services were held one after another, and during one a man
named Sergio, from the Cristiana Ebenezer church off Petaluma Hill Road, testified to about
200 people about his life old
and new.
“My name does not matter,”
he said. “What matters is what
God says, what God can do in
our lives.
“I was dedicated to distributing drugs in the city of Santa
Rosa,” he said. His marriage
was a farce, he beat his children, “Satan dominated me.”
A man in the front row, with
shoulder-length dirty blond
hair, clapped and nodded.
Later, Tyler Stone, 35, left
Finley Hall lugging three bags
of groceries and a turkey.
He graduated from Montgom-

C M Y K

The son of a migrant cotton
picker, W.B. “Buster” Kirby
grew up in hard times in the
1930s and had plenty of tales to
tell about it.
“Sometimes, they were hard
to believe,” said his daughter,
Patricia Kirby-Anglin of Sebastopol.
Kirby, who lived in Santa
Rosa for 40 years, died of congestive heart failure Tuesday
at a Sebastopol hospital. He
was 77.
Kirby worked as a plumber
for 28 years for the former Empire Swift company and
played drums for 10 years in a
band, Country Casual, that
performed at local bars and
clubs.
Kirby-Anglin said her father could also keep a remarkable beat with spoons. “He had
such rhythm,” she said.
Kirby was born in a tiny
Southern California town that
no longer exists, his daughter
said. His mother died when he
was 5, and he and his sister,
now Mildred Welsh of Banning, traveled the cotton fields
from Texas to California with
their father.
The family sometimes lived
in a rancher’s chicken barn,
and the children would be on
their own while their father
worked.
Kirby quit school in the
eighth grade, tired of harassment by other students because of his small stature, his
daughter said.
In defiance, he learned the
alphabet backward and once,
when a police office asked him
to recite it, Kirby started with
“Z” and was taken to jail, she
said.
Kirby joined the Army and
served as a sergeant during
the Korean War. In 1964, he
came to Santa Rosa seeking
work as a plumber.
His hobbies included golf,
bowling and spending time
with his family.
Survivors, in addition to his
daughter and sister, are his
second wife, Anita Almeda of
Santa Rosa; sons Michael Kirby of Point Arena, Terry Kirby of Forestville and Darryl
Kirby of Sebastopol; nine
grandchildren; and six greatgrandchildren.
Visitation will be from 9 to
10:30 a.m. Monday at Pleasant
Hills Chapel, 1700 Pleasant
Hill Road, Sebastopol. A graveside service will follow at 11
a.m. at Sebastopol Memorial
Lawn, 7951 Bodega Ave., Sebastopol.
Memorial donations may be
made to the Salvation Army.
— Guy Kovner

Richard Barnet,
progressive thinker
Richard J. Barnet, a
Kennedy administration official who was a founder of the
Institute for Policy Studies,
one of the first research organizations in the country to address public policy from a leftwing vantage point, died
Thursday at his home in Washington. He was 75.
The cause was normal pressure hydrocephalus, a brain
disorder, his daughter Julie
Barnet said.
Barnet and Marcus Raskin
founded the institute, based in
Washington, in 1963. Advocating social action as well as
scholarship, the organization
has been involved in issues including civil rights, the Vietnam War, national security
and, most recently, fair trade
and environmental justice
campaigns.
Barnet was a co-director of
the institute for many years,
and until his death he served
as a distinguished fellow
there. He was the author or coauthor of more than a dozen
books, and a contributor to
Harper’s Magazine, The Nation and the Op-Ed page of the
New York Times.
Trained as a lawyer, Barnet
served in the State Department in 1961, and, from 1961 to
1962, in the U.S. Arms Control
and Disarmament Agency. He
and Raskin founded the institute to promote social change
more directly.
“The major problems of the
time, in my view and his view,
were moral problems,” Raskin
said in a telephone interview
Thursday.
“But in the government, it
was assumed they were administrative and managerial.”
Richard Jackson Barnet
was born in Boston on May 7,
1929, and raised nearby in
Brookline. He graduated from
Harvard in 1951 and from Harvard Law School three years
later. As a fellow at Harvard’s
Russian Research Center, he
produced a study of the disarmament negotiations between
the United States and the Soviet Union that became his first
book, “Who Wants Disarmament?” (1960).
His other books include
“Roots of War” (1972); “Global
Reach: The Power of the Multinational Corporations” (1974,
with Ronald E. Mueller); and,
with his wife, Ann B. Barnet, a
pediatric neurologist, “Youngest Minds: Parenting and
Genes in the Development of
Intellect and Emotion” (1998).
— New York Times

FUNERAL NOTICES

St.
son
Wil

safely cross from the Santa
Rosa Plaza parking structure to
the museum.
“It’s a death crossing,” Arseguel said. “It is so scary.”
The $44,400 grant, obtained
from the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, will be
partly matched by $30,000 in local funds from the city, the museum, the Plaza and Santa Rosa
Junior College.
The study, which will involve the public, will take
about a year, said Nancy Adams, transportation planner
with the city. The city will hire
a consultant, probably in the
spring, to conduct the study
and come up with estimated
costs of the work.
Caltrans is planning to build
an underpass at Sixth Street in
2005 or 2006, Adams said. However, the city still must deter-
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After months of strictly limiting who can get a
flu shot, public health officials in California are
left with far more available vaccine than they expected and are urging more people to get inoculated before the medicine reaches the end of its
shelf life.
Demand for the shots, which just a few
months ago was so high that seniors citizens
waited in line for hours, has dropped off significantly in recent weeks, prompting fears that private doctors and clinics will stop ordering the
vaccine even though many people who got inoculated last year did not this year.
Of the 540,000 doses of vaccine set aside by the
federal government for California doctors, physicians have only ordered 370,000 doses.
That leaves about 170,000 doses unclaimed,
and officials say the vaccine is only good until
the end of this flu season.
The drop in demand has surprised health officials, who until now had worried that they
would have to turn away patients for lack of sufficient vaccine.
In response, the state has lowered their recommended age requirement for the inoculations
from 65 to 50 and is trying to get the word out
that there is vaccine available. But the age drop
has so far not brought the flood of interest that
some officials expected.
Officials don’t expect to recommend healthy
people younger than 50 from being vaccinated because they are at the lowest risk of flu complications and there are still many older people who
haven’t received shots. But since the shortage began in August, some doctors have ignored the
age limits and offered vaccine to all their patients.
About half the nation’s supply was cut off
when contamination was discovered at the Chiron Corp. production plant in Liverpool, England.
But since then, U.S. officials have found and
distributed alternative supplies from several
sources, including French drug maker Aventis
Pasteur Inc. and British company GlaxoSmithKline. Now, California and other states are left
with the added supply but fewer and fewer takers.
But officials are battling a mind-set they
helped create.
“Because of all the media coverage of the flu
shortage, I think there were a lot of people who
felt like they needed to defer their shot to others
who were not as healthy even if they were in the
high-risk category,” said Robert Schechter, cochairman of the California Department of
Health Services’ immunization branch.
Another reason is that, so far, the flu season
has been relatively mild, leaving people less inclined to get a last-minute immunization.
Flu season usually peaks in mid-January, but
Schechter said there were still several weeks left
during which the vaccine would be effective. Despite the slow start, he said a significant flu outbreak could still occur any time between January and March.
“People still have an opportunity to protect
themselves,” he said. “It only takes one to two
weeks after you’re vaccinated for the shot to provide full protection.”

.

ery High School in 1987, Stone
said, and not too long ago he,
his mother and her boyfriend
had to move out of their house
on Sonoma Avenue after his
grandmother died. Now he
lives in a trailer near Bryden
Lane and his mother lives in a
trailer park near Cotati. He
would take the food there.
“It kind of makes you humble,” he said.
Stone said he believed in
God, but said nothing about
writing a prayer on a star to
hang on the imitation tree.
It could have been his, or easily someone else’s from among
the crowd, the star that read:
“Please pray for me and my
family, my grandmother, we
are having a bad time.”

You can reach Staff Writer
Jeremy Hay at 521-5212 or
jhay@pressdemocrat.com.

HUGHES, Joseph Russell "Russ" — MOMSEN, Mary Agnes — Passed
Passed away peacefully with his
away in Sonoma on December 21, 2004
"favorite ladies" at his side (wife Vickie,
at the age of 96. She is lovingly
daughters MJ and Sara and his
survived by her sister Agnes Vinci and
devoted dog Lucy) on December 3,
husband Paul of Santa Rosa and her
2004. Loving and devoted husband of
brother Bill Haberhauer of Fort Bragg.
31 years to Vickie, proud father to
Mary was born in Santa Rosa and she
Russell (Joyce), David (Mindy), Marijane
was a resident of Sonoma County for at
least 80 years. Mary enjoyed her career
Relth (Steve), Bobby and Sara;
as a restauranteur for 20 years. She
preceded in death by son, Jim; beloved
grandfather to Padma, Jason, Kaikane,
was a member of the Rose Valley
James Jr., Leah, Zachary and Eli; loving
Chapter No. 33 OES, Hermann Sons,
Ladies Consistary Club, Crystal Sewing,
great grandfather to Kelsie, Kodee and
and Sisters of Hiram.
his blue-eyed Emy; beloved brother of
Friends are invited to attend
Cort (Jeanne); nephew Cort David,
Memorial and Eastern Star Services
niece Leeanne (Brett); adored nephew
with the officers of Rose Valley
of his favorite aunt, Audre Duffy and her
Chapter No. 33 OES officiating on
late husband Joe; cousins Kevin, Gary
Sunday, December 26, 2004 at 2:00
and Robert. Born on November 27,
p.m. at the DANIELS CHAPEL OF
1926 in Jersey City, NJ. Russ can trace
THE ROSES, 1225 Sonoma Ave.,
his heritage through Meriwether Lewis
Santa Rosa. If desired, donations in
of Lewis and Clark to the Hughes family
Mary’s memory may be made to
arriving in the Americas in 1753. He
Meals on Wheels of Sonoma, PO Box
proudly served his country in the United
622, Sonoma, CA 95476.
States Navy during World War II. A
DANIELS CHAPEL OF THE ROSES
resident of Santa Rosa for 24 years. His
FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES
passion was sports, especially baseball
707-525-3730
and he would love to be remembered
for his record-making pitching career
with the Dickinson University "Knights".
But to his family and those closest to
him, he will be remembered most for his RUTTEN, Gertrude B. "Gert" — Age
knowledge, love of books, cooking and
91 years. "Gert" Rutten passed away
his infamous sense of humor. He will be
peacefully in Petaluma on December
missed so very much by those who
20, 2004. She was the cherished aunt of
loved him.
Jo Ann and Larry Dito of Petaluma, and
Family and friends are invited to
Kenneth and Suzanne Suhling of
attend a Memorial Mass at Holy Spirit
Chandler, AZ. Loving great aunt of
Parish on Saturday, January 8, 2005,
Kristin and Randall Kimps, Matthew
at 10:30 a.m. Donations may be
and Jenelle Dito, Timothy Suhling and
made in his memory to either
Corinne Suhling. Dear great great aunt
Memorial Hospice of Santa Rosa or
of Jayne and Nathan Dito. Preceded in
the American Cancer Society.
death by her husband, Dwight "Bud"
Arrangements provided by the
Rutten and her sister, Lorraine Suhling.
NEPTUNE SOCIETY.
Gert enjoyed sewing, reading and all
types of gardening. She volunteered
with the Children’s Home Society in
KING, June M. (Dissmeyer) — Passed
Oakland for several years as well as
away in her sleep on the morning of
other charitable organizations. She and
December 13, 2004 at the age of 88.
"Bud" loved traveling and spending
She was the loving wife of the late
time with their family.
Gilbert L. King. She is predeceased by
Friends and family are invited to
her parents Walter and Jessie
attend a Funeral Liturgy on Monday,
Dissmeyer, her sister Betty and her
December 27, 2004 at 11:00 a.m. at
beloved
cousin
John
(Johnny)
Holy Cross Cemetery, 1500 Mission
Dissmeyer and his wife Dorothy. June
Rd., Colma, CA. A Memorial Service
lived in Sonoma County for many years,
will
be
held
in
February.
first on a chicken ranch in Rohnert Park
Contributions may be made to
owned by her family and then in Santa
Hospice of Petaluma, 416 Payran St.,
Rosa. She worked for Pacific
Petaluma, CA 94952 in her memory.
Telephone Company for over 30 years
PARENT-SORENSEN MORTUARY &
and was a member of the Telephone
CREMATORY, Magnolia Ave. and
Company Pioneers. June also did
Keokuk St., Petaluma, CA.
volunteer work at Santa Rosa Memorial
Hospital as a Rose Lady for over 10
years. June loved golfing and working
in her lovely garden at her home in
Santa Rosa. She is survived by her SPEIZER, Harold — Passed away in
niece, Frances (Louis) Williams of
Santa Rosa on December 21, 2004 at
Maryland and her nephew Bill Marsh of
age 93. Beloved husband of Lee for 72
Florida, her cousins David (Chris)
years. Loving father of Arlene (Mark)
Dissmeyer and Heidi, John (Holly)
Marcussen and Dr. Frank (Jeanne)
Dissmeyer and their daughters, stepSpeizer; devoted grandfather of 7 and
niece Beverly Lucas and her family.
12 great grandchildren; loved brotherArrangements have been made
in-law of Freda (William) Teller; dear
under the direction of the NEPTUNE
uncle and great uncle. Past member of
SOCIETY OF NORTHERN CA (Santa
Masonic Pacific-Starr King Lodge #136,
Rosa). At June’s request, a memorial
F.&A.M.
service will be held January 8, 2005
Private funeral services were held.
at 2:00 p.m. at the Chapel of the
Contributions to Jewish Family and
Chimes, 2601 Santa Rosa Avenue,
Children’s Services of San Francisco,
Santa Rosa, CA. Donations may be
the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma
made to Canine Companions (Santa
Counties, 2150 Post St., San
Rosa) or the Alzheimers Association
Francisco, CA 94115.
of the North Bay, 2611 Dutton Ave.,
SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Santa Rosa, CA.
SAN FRANCISCO

